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35.01
ESTABLISHMENT.    There is established a fire department to be known as the DeWitt Volunteer Rescue Fire Company No. 1.  The fire department will consist of such members as prescribed in the bylaws adopted by the department, and such bylaws are hereby made a part of the laws, rules and regulations of the City as fully as though specifically set forth herein, and any and all amendments thereto shall have the same force and effect and any such amendments, additions or alterations shall be made known to the Council.  
35.02
FIRE COMMITTEE.  The Fire Committee shall consist of three (3) members of the Council, each of whom is appointed by the Mayor.  The purpose of the Fire Committee is to act as a liaison between the fire department and the Council, to monitor that the City-owned fire equipment is maintained in proper repair, to oversee and recommend capital purchases for approval by the Council.
35.03
PURPOSE.  The department is established to prevent and extinguish fires, to protect lives and property against fires and to answer all emergency calls for which there is no other established agency.

35.04
OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES.  The officers of the fire department shall consist of a Fire Chief, First Assistant Chief, Second Assistant Chief, a Secretary-Treasurer, and an Assistant Secretary-Treasurer.  In addition, there shall be a training officer and three (3) Trustees.  The election and terms of officers and trustees, as well as the duties and responsibilities of them and the chain of command are specifically set forth in the bylaws.
35.05
FIRE APPARATUS, EQUIPMENT, PROPERTY.  All fire apparatus, equipment and property of the City for fire fighting shall be in the possession, care and control of the fire department in accordance with its bylaws.  The pumper owned by the City shall not be removed from the corporate limits except due to extreme circumstances.  The Chief or office in charge may remove the City pumper and shall log the reason in the monthly minutes maintained by the fire department.  The City tanker can be used for all fires which are responded to in this section, as well as to fires of mutual aid agreement.  The same members of the department also provide fire protection service to the DeWitt Fire District outside of the City limits of DeWitt.  This body is known as the DeWitt volunteer Fire Department, Inc., which is a separate nonprofit corporation organized under the State of Iowa, providing fire protection by private contract.  This corporation is bound by the same bylaws, houses its equipment in the fire station owned by the City, and uses this equipment for all fires in the City limits and in the fire district outside of the City limits.
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35.06
CALLS BEYOND CORPORATE LIMITS.  The City has approved certain conditions upon which the fire department and equipment will answer calls outside the corporate limits.  The fire department shall have the same governmental immunity as operating within the corporate limits.  The City has also entered into mutual aid agreements which, when situations arise whereby an extra alarm fire would exhaust the available fire fighting equipment and manpower of another fire district, may cause the need for the use of the City equipment and members of the fire department outside the corporate limits.

35.07
INSURANCE.  The City shall insure the members of the fire department under its worker’s compensation policy.  In addition, it shall maintain insurance coverage on all equipment and property owned by the City and provide additional insured endorsement coverage under the General Liability and Auto Liability to the DeWitt Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., and all statutory liability for the cost of hospitalization and medical attention for volunteer fire fighters injured in the performance of their duties.

35.08
WATER CONNECTIONS.  Water from City fire hydrants may be used for protection and fire fighting purposes on property owned outside the City limits which are covered under contracts of mutual aid and contracts between the DeWitt Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. and DeWitt and parts of Washington Township.

35.09
FALSE ALARMS.  No person shall give, make or cause to be given or made any false alarm of fire or other emergency.

35.10 DRIVING ON FIRE HOSE.  No person shall drive any vehicle across or upon any fire hose.

35.11
RULES FOR FIRE FIGHTERS, PEDESTRIANS AND DRIVERS.  All fire trucks, when proceeding to a fire and when returning to the fire station, shall comply with the traffic rules applicable to all other vehicles, and when proceeding to a fire or other emergency, should sound their siren and use warning lights and shall have the right-of-way on all streets, avenues and alleys over any vehicles or conveyances.  When the siren is sounded and the warning and the warning lights are used, drivers of all other vehicles shall immediately stop as close to the curb as possible, not less than thirty (30) feet from intersecting streets, and remain in that position until the right-of-way of the fire truck has been assured.  All pedestrians along the streets on which the trucks are passing shall remain on the sidewalks and away from street intersections.  No driver of any vehicle shall follow closer than three hundred (300) feet from fire or rescue equipment, and no driver of any vehicle shall park closer than three hundred (300) feet from a fire.
35.12
HINDRANCE TO FIRE OFFICERS AND EEQUIPMENT.  No person shall willfully offer any hindrance to an officer or fire fighter in performance of his or her duties, or deface, injure or destroy any equipment for fire protection.

35.13
OBEDIENCE TO FIRE CHIEF.  No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of the Fire Chief.
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35.14
FIRE CHIEF:
DUTIES.  The Fire Chief has the following powers and duties:

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 372.13 [4])

1. General.  Perform all duties required of the Fire Chief by law or ordinance.

2.
Enforce Laws.  Enforce all ordinances and, where enabled, State laws regulating the following:

A. Fire prevention.

B. Maintenance and use of fire escapes.

C. The investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of fires.

D. The means and adequacy of exit in case of fire from halls, theatres, churches, hospitals, asylums, lodging houses, schools, factories and all other buildings in which the public congregates for any purpose.

E. The installation and maintenance of private fire alarm systems and fire extinguishing equipment.

3.
Authority at Fires.  When in charge of a fire scene, direct an operation as necessary to extinguish or control a fire, perform a rescue operation, investigate the existence of a suspected or reported fire, gas leak, or other hazardous condition, or take any other action deemed necessary in the reasonable performance of the department’s duties.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 102.2)

4.
Control of Scenes.  Prohibit an individual, vehicle or vessel from approaching a fire scene and remove from the scene any object, vehicle, vessel or individual that may impede or interfere with the operation of the fire department.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 102.2)

5.
Authority to Barricade.  When in charge of a fire scene, place or erect ropes, guards, barricades or other obstructions across a street, alley, right-of-way, or private property near the location of the fire or emergency so as to prevent accidents or interference with the fire fighting efforts of the fire department, to control the scene until any required investigation is complete, or to preserve evidence related to the fire or other emergency.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 102.3)

6.
Command.  Be charged with the duty of maintaining the efficiency, discipline and control of the fire department.  The members of the fire department shall, at all times, be subject to the direction of the fire chief.

7. Property.  Exercise and have full control over the disposition of all fire apparatus, tools, 

equipment and other property used by or belonging to the fire department.
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8.
Notification.  Whenever death, serious bodily injury, or property damage in excess of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) has occurred as a result of a fire, or if arson is suspected, notify the State Fire Marshal’s Division immediately.  For all fires causing an estimated damage of fifty dollars ($50.00) or more or emergency responses by the Fire Department, file a report with the Fire Marshal’s Division within ten (10) days following the end of the month.  The report shall indicate all fire incidents occurring and state the name of the owners and occupants of the property at the time of the fire, the value of the property, the estimated total loss to the property, origin of the fire as determined by investigation, and other facts, statistics, and circumstances concerning the fire incidents.
(Code of Iowa, Sec. 100.2 & 100.3)

9.
Right of Entry.  Have the right, during reasonable hours, to enter any building or premises within the Fire Chief’s jurisdiction for the purpose of making such investigation or inspection which under law or ordinance may be necessary to be made and is reasonably necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare.
(Code of Iowa, Sec. 100.12)

10. Recommendation.  Make such recommendations to owners, occupants, caretaker or 

managers of buildings necessary to eliminate fire hazards.
(Code of Iowa, 100.13)
11.
Assist State Fire Marshall.  At the request of the State Fire Marshal, and as provided by law, aid said marshal in the performance of duties by investigating, preventing and reporting date pertaining to fires.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 100.4)

12.
Records.  Cause to be kept records of the fire department personnel, fire fighting equipment, depreciation of all equipment and apparatus, the number of responses to alarms, their cause and location, and an analysis of losses by value, type and location of buildings.

13.
Reports.  Compile and submit to the Mayor and Council an annual report of the status and activities of the department as well as such other reports as may be requested by the Mayor or Council.
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