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151.01
DEFINITIONS.
For use in this chapter, the following terms are defined:


1.
“Parking” means that part of the street, avenue or highway in the City not covered by sidewalk and lying between the lot line and the curb line; or, on unpaved streets, that part of the street, avenue, highway lying between the lot line and that portion of the street usually traveled by vehicular traffic.


2.
“Property owner” means a personal and private property owner in the City as shown by the County Auditor’s plats of the City.


3.
“Public property” means any and all property located within the confines of the City and owned by the City or held in the name of the City by any of the departments, commissions or agencies within the government.


4.
“Street tree” or “tree” means a tree in the public place, except where otherwise indicated.  Trees located within boulevards are street trees.

151.02 STREET TREE SPECIES.
1.
The following list constitutes the official tree species for the City.  This does not mean it is complete or will remain unchanged; however, it provides a broad selection of trees that show promise as tough, attractive additions to the City landscape.  No trees, included those recommended, may be planted as street trees without written permission of the Director of Public Works.

Small 
=  mature height less than 25 feet (as a rule, must be trained to tree form)


Medium
=  mature height 25 – 40 feet


Large
=  mature height greater than 40 feet
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TABLE 2.1 - SELECTION OF TREES

MINIMUM 
MATURE 
MATURE

SPACING 
HEIGHT 
SPREAD

COMMON NAME 
GENUS SPECIES 


(FT) 

(FT)
Freeman Maple 

Acer X freemanii 
   
30 

50 

45
Norway Maple 

Acer platanoides 

30 

75 

30

Black Maple 

Acer nigrum 

40 

65 

60

Sugar Maple 

Acer saccharum 

45 

80 

50

Greencolumn Maple 
Acer nigrum

25 

50 

20

**European Hornbeam 
Carpinus betulus 

40 

40

30

Hackberry 

Celtis occidentalis 

40 

75 

50

Ginkgo (male only) 
Ginkgo biloba 


50 

60 

35

Honeylocust, Thornless

 Skyline Honeylocust 
Gleditsia triacanthos i. cv. 
30 

60 

30

 Moraine Honeylocust Gleditsia triacanthos i. cv. 

60 

40

 Imperial Honeylocust Gleditsia Triacanthos var.

 inermis 'Imperial' 




30 

25 

30

Shademaster Honeylocust Gleditsia Triacanthos var.

inermis 'Shademaster' 
40 

45 

40

**American Hophornbeam Ostrya virginiana 

25 

40 

20

(Ironwood)

Sycamore (huge) 
Platanus occidentalis 

40 

100 

50
Callery Pear 

Pyrus calleryana 

35 

60 

60

**Swamp White Oak (High Quercus bicolor 

50 

75 

60

PH sensitive)

Northern Red Oak 
Quercus rubra 


50 

75 

70

Burr Oak 

Quercus macrocappa 

40 

75 

50

English Oak 

Quercus robur 

55 

75 

50

**Scarlet Oak 
(High PH Quercus coccinea 

50 

60 

50

sensitive)

Linden

**American 

Tilia americana 

35 

70 

45

**Littleleaf 

Tilia cordata 

30 

50 

35

  Silver 


Tilia tomentosa 

50 

50 

40

  American 

Tilia americana 'Fastigiata' 
30 

50 

30

  Greenspire 

Tilia cordata 'Greenspire'
 30 

45 

30

  Crimean 

Tilia x euchlora 

35 

30 

60

Crabapple

  Adams* 

Malus 'Adams' 


25 

20 

20

  


Malus Adirondack 

20 

18 

10

  Pink Spires* 

Malus 'Pink Spires' 

15 

12 

10

  Snowdrift* 

Malus 'Snow Drift' 

20 

20 

15

  Spring Snow* 
Malus 'Spring Snow' 

20 

20 

15

  White Candle* 
Malus 'White Candle' 

12 

18 

8
*Dwarf species

**Salt Sensitive
All tree plantings in the boulevard or in the City right of way shall be approved in writing by the Director of Public Works.  Requests for tree plantings in the boulevard or in the City right of way shall be in writing and include a plot plan indicating the proposed location of trees and all other public and private infrastructure, such as driveways, streets, fire hydrants, streets and street lights.   All trees planted within City boulevards shall be a minimum of 1 ¼” in caliper or larger at the base and a minimum of eight (8) feet tall or larger in height.  Trees must meet the American Standard for Nursery Stock.
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2.
The following list contains trees that are not allowed to be planted on City boulevards:

Ash (any variety)


Box Elder


Cotton-Bearing Cottonwood
Mulberry


European Mountain Ash

White Poplar

Black Locust


Catalpa



Willows

Russian Olive


Tree of Heaven


Austrian Pine

Bolleana Poplar


Weeping Birch


Lombardy Poplar

Paper Birch


Silver Maple


White Birch

Walnut

For safety consideration, no conifers or evergreens should be planted between the sidewalk and the curb of any City street.

151.03
 SPACING.
The spacing of street trees shall be in accordance with the three (3) species size classes listed in Section 151.02 of this chapter, and no trees may be planted closer together than the following:  Small Trees, 30 feet; Medium Trees, 40 feet; Large Trees, 50 feet; except in special plantings approved by the Tree Board.

​151.04
DISTANCE FROM CURB AND SIDEWALK.   The distance trees may be planted from curbs or curb lines and sidewalks shall be in accordance with the three (3) species size classes listed in Section 151.02 of this chapter, and no trees may be planted closer to any curb or sidewalk than the following:  Small Trees, 2 feet; Medium Trees, 3 feet; and Large Trees, 4 feet.  No trees shall be planted where the width of the boulevard is less than 4 feet.

151.05
LOCATION WITHIN PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY.   The following criteria is for the location of street trees that are located in the street right-of-way.  Jurisdictions may require additional street right-of-way to provide clearances to underground or overhead utilities.  This criteria does not include street trees located within medians.  Special designs that meet the required clear zone must be used when locating trees within medians.

1.
Minimum distance of 5 linear feet from water service stop boxes.


2.
Minimum distance of 4 linear feet from curb or alley right-of-way line.

3.
Minimum distance of 10 linear feet from hydrants, poles, transformers, telephone junction boxes, manholes, and driveway approaches.

4.
Minimum distance of 25 linear feet from street lights.

5.
In central business districts where traffic speeds are low, a minimum distance of 3 feet from the back of curb should be used for street trees if a minimum distance of 8 feet exists for right-of-way from back of curb.
6.
No trees should be in the horizontal clear zone or triangular sight distance area. [See chapter 165.60.170 (B)].
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7.
No tree shall be planted in any public right-of-way less than twelve (12) feet in width.

8.
All underground utilities or any other improvements, either private or public, shall be located before planting is done.  One Call Services shall be utilized to located underground utilities.  The One Call service phone number if 1-800-292-8989.

151.06 UTILITIES.  No street trees other than those species listed as Small Trees in Section 151.02 of this chapter may be planted under or within 10 lateral feet of any overhead utility wire, or over or within 5 lateral feet of any underground water line, sewer, transmission line or other utility.

151.07
PUBLIC TREE CARE.  The City and any electric utility company with a City franchised agreement shall have the right to plant, prune, maintain and remove trees, plants and shrubs within the lines of all streets, alleys, avenues, lanes, squares and public grounds as may be necessary to ensure public safety or to preserve or enhance the symmetry and beauty of such public grounds.  Not less than two (2) weeks before the proposed removal of City trees, adjacent property owners will be notified in writing by ordinary mail of the proposed action and their right to request a public hearing before the Tree Board.  In those cases referred to it, the Tree Board, following the public hearing, shall rule within five (5) days if the City tree(s) shall be removed or pruned.  The City Forester may remove or cause or order to be removed any tree or shrub or part thereof which is in an unsafe condition or which by reason of its nature is injurious to sewers, gas lines, water lines or other public improvements or is affected with any injurious fungus, insect or other pest or which obstructs view of traffic.  This section does not prohibit the planting of street trees by adjacent property owners providing that the selection and location of said trees are in accordance with this chapter.
151.08 TREE TOPPING.  It is unlawful as a normal practice for any person or City department to top any street tree, park tree or other tree on public property.  Topping is defined as the severe cutting back of limbs to stubs larger than three (3) inches in diameter within the tree’s crown to such a degree so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree.  Trees severely damaged by storms or other causes or certain trees under utility wires or other obstructions where other pruning practices are impractical may be exempted
from this chapter at the determination of the Tree Board.  The tree trimming and tree topping conducted by the employees of Iowa Electric Light and Power Company shall be exempt from this section.

151.09 PRUNING, CORNER CLEARANCE.  Every owner of any tree overhanging any street or right-of-way within the City shall prune the branches so that such branches do not obstruct the light from any street lamp or obstruct the view of any street intersection and so that there is a clear space of eight (8) feet above the surface of the sidewalk and at least fourteen (14) feet above the surface of the street.  Said owners shall remove all dead, diseased or dangerous trees or broken or decayed limbs which constitute a menace to the safety of the public.  The City shall have the right to prune any trees or shrubs on private property when the same interfere with the proper spread of light along the street from a street light or interfere with visibility of any traffic control device or sign.  The abutting property owner shall not be required to remove diseased trees or dead wood on the publicly owned property or right-of-way.
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151.10 DEAD OR DISEASED TREE REMOVAL ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.  The City shall have the right to cause the removal of any dead or diseased trees on private property within the City when such trees constitute a hazard to life and property or harbor insects or disease which constitute a potential threat to other trees within the City.  The Tree Board shall notify in writing the owners of such trees. Removal shall be done by said owners at their own expense within sixty (60) days after the date of service notice.  In the event of failure of owners to comply with such provisions, the City shall have the authority to remove such trees and charge the cost of removal on the owner’s property tax notice.

151.11 PROCEDURE UPON ORDER TO PRESERVE OR REMOVE.  When the City shall find it necessary to order the trimming, preservation or removal of trees or plants upon private property, as authorized in Section 151.10, it shall serve a written order to correct the dangerous condition upon the owner, operator, occupant or other person responsible for its existence.
1.
Method of Service.  The order shall be served in one of the following ways;


A.
By making personal delivery of the order to the person responsible.


B.
By leaving the order with some person of suitable age and discretion


upon the premises.


C.
By affixing a copy of the order to the door or the entrance of the premises in violation.


D.
By mailing a copy of the order to the last known address of the owner of  the premises, 
by registered mail.


E.
By publishing a copy of the order in a local paper once a week for three (3) successive 
weeks.

2.
Time for Compliance.  The order required herein shall set forth a time limit for compliance, dependent upon the hazard and danger created by the violation.  In cases of extreme danger to persons or public property, the City shall have the authority to require compliance immediately upon service of the order or remove the hazard at City cost without right of appeal.

3.
Appeal From Order.  A person to whom an order hereunder is directed shall have the right, within twenty-four (24) hours after the service of such order, to appeal to the Council, who shall review the order within thirty (30) days and file its decision thereon.  Unless the order is revoked or modified, it shall remain in full force and be obeyed by the person to whom directed.  No person to whom an order is directed shall fail to comply with such order within three (3) days after an appeal have been determined.
4.
Failure to Comply.  When a person to whom an order is directed fails to comply within the specified time, the City shall remedy the condition or contract with others for such purpose and charge the cost thereof to the person to whom the order is directed.  The person remedying a condition under a contract made hereunder shall be authorized to enter premises for that purpose.
5.
Special Assessment.  If the cost of remedying a condition is not paid within thirty (30) days after receipt of a statement therefore from the City, such cost shall be levied against the property upon which said hazard exists as a special assessment.  The levying of such assessment shall not affect the liability of the person to whom the order is directed to fine or imprisonment as herein provided.  Such special assessment shall be certified by the City to the County Treasurer and shall thereupon become and be a lien upon such property, shall be included in the next tax bill rendered to the owner or owners thereof unless paid before, and shall be collected in the same manner as other taxes against such property.
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151.12 REMOVAL OF STUMPS.  All stumps of street trees and park trees shall be removed below the surface of the ground so that the top of the stump does not project above the surface of the ground.

151.13 ABUSE OR MUTILATION OF TREES.  No person shall:


1.
Damage, cut, carve, transplant or injure the bark of street or park trees.

2.
Remove any healthy street or park tree or plant without approval of the

Tree Board.

3.
Attach any rope, wire or other contrivance to any street or park tree or plant.

4.
Dig in or otherwise disturb, injure or impair the root systems of street or


park trees.

5.
Cause or permit any wire charged with electricity to come in contact with street or park 
trees or plants or allow any gaseous, liquid or solid substance which is harmful to such trees or 
plants to come in contact with them.

151.14 ARBORIST BOND.  It is unlawful for any person to engage in the business of trimming, pruning, spraying or otherwise treating trees or shrubs within the City without first filing evidence of possession of liability insurance in the minimum amounts of $300,000 for bodily injury or death and $100,000 property damage indemnifying the City or any person injured or damaged resulting from the pursuit of such endeavor as herein described.

151.15 SPECIAL PENALTY.  Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.  Each day such violation is committed or permitted to continue shall constitute a separate offense, except when under appeal, and shall be punishable as such hereunder.

151.16 EMERGENCIES.  The City shall, by resolution, declare a state of emergency in the event of storm, disaster, tree disease or other cause and order the removal of trees, fallen limbs or debris at City cost and expense.








(Ch. 151 – Ord. 2008-10 – Jan 09 Supp.)
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