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25.01
PURPOSE OF PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION.  The purpose of the Parks and Recreation Commission is to serve as a sounding board for Parks and Recreation staff and citizen concerns, suggestions and ideas less personnel and discipline issues which are under the purview of the Director of Parks and Recreation, City Administrator and City Council; and to assist and advise the Council on the needed facilities to provide open space such as parks, playgrounds and community facilities for other forms of recreation.  The Commission shall give special attention to the development of long-range planning for availability of parks and recreational facilities for the use of the public.
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25.02
COMMISSION ORGANIZATION.  The Commission shall consist of five (5) members, all qualified voters and residents of the City.  One member shall be appointed from each of the City wards with the other members appointed at large.  Each shall be appointed by the Mayor with the approval of the Council for overlapping terms of three (3) years commencing on January 1 of the year of appointment.  Terms shall be staggered.  Individual serving two (2) consecutive terms must wait a period of three (3) years before being considered for another term as a Commissioner.  The Commission shall annually choose from its membership a Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Secretary.
25.03
VACANCIES.  The permanent change of residence of any member of the Commission from the City ward from which the member was appointed to another City ward or outside the City boundaries, or the absence from three (3) consecutive regular meetings of the Commission, or failure to attend two-thirds of the regular meetings in any given year, except if due to illness of the member, shall render the member’s office vacant.  Vacancies occurring in the Commission shall be filled in the same manner as an original appointment and such appointment shall be for the unexpired term of the vacancy for which the appointment is made.
25.04
COMPENSATION.  Members shall serve without compensation, except for reimbursable expense.

25.05
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT.  The City Administrator shall be authorized to take whatever administrative action is necessary to provide staff assistance and information necessary to aid the Commission in the performance of its duties.

25.06
REPORTS.  The Commission shall make written reports to the Council of its activities from time to time as it deems advisable, or upon Council request.

25.07
GIFTS.  The Commission shall have the authority to accept gifts in the name of the City of real or personal property or mixed property and devises and bequests, including trust funds, executed deeds and bills of sale for the conveyance of such property.  Title to all property shall be taken in the name of the City and all moneys shall be deposited by the Clerk to the credit of the Parks and Recreation accounts.
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25.08
SUGGESTIONS TO THE COUNCIL.  The Council shall request suggestions from the Commission and from such public spirited citizens as are interested in such development, and particularly in the welfare of children of the City, and shall carefully consider such suggestions, and shall thereafter determine and promulgate the rules and regulations which shall govern in the operation and management of the City’s parks and recreation facilities.  Such rules shall be either posted on the facility or be otherwise publicized in a manner to provide adequate notice to the using public.  Violation of a rule or regulation so posted or publicized may be cause for denial of use or the facility or if it is a violation of this Code of Ordinances may be prosecuted as a simple misdemeanor.  Such rules and regulations may thereafter be modified and changed from time to time by the Council.

25.09
COUNCIL AUTHORITY.  All final authority over the administration and policy of the Parks and Recreation Commission shall be retained and exercised by the City Council.
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