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125.01
PURPOSE.  The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the licensing of plumbing contractors in order to protect the public safety, health and welfare.  This chapter does not apply to City construction projects designed by the City’s engineer, bid out for construction, and inspected and approved by the City’s engineer prior to acceptance by the City.
125.02
DEFINITIONS.  For use in this chapter, the following terms are defined:

1.
“Apprentice” or “plumber helper” means any person who, while learning the trade of 
plumbing work, is assisting in the installation, alteration or repair of plumbing work and is 
actually with and in the presence of a plumbing contractor.


2.
“Plumbing” has the meaning given in the Uniform Plumbing Code.


3.
“Plumbing contractor” means any person engaged in planning, supervising and 
contracting for the installation of plumbing and who is licensed as a plumbing contractor.

125.03
LICENSE REQUIRED.  No person shall engage in the business of plumbing work in connection with the City’s waterworks and/or sanitary sewer systems unless licensed as a plumbing contractor.  In the case of a partnership, corporation or any other association organized to engage in plumbing installation, the issuance of a valid plumber contractor’s license to one of the partners, associates, officers or managers is sufficient compliance with this section.  This section shall not be construed to allow any person to engage in the practice of installing, repairing or altering plumbing work unless that person is licensed as a plumber in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

125.04
APPRENTICES AND HELPERS.  Apprentices and helpers employed to assist a licensed plumbing contractor need not be licensed, provided, however, that such apprentices and helpers perform their work under the direct supervision of a licensed plumbing contractor.

125.05
LICENSE FEES.  Any person wishing to work as a plumber and to do business in connection with the City waterworks and/or sanitary sewer systems shall first procure a license therefore and shall pay a license fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) per annum.  The City shall pay over to the State Treasurer that portion of said license fee as required by Section 135.15 of the Code of Iowa.  License fees shall be used for the payment of the costs of issuing such licenses and the enforcement of this chapter.
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125.06
EXPIRATION OF LICENSE.  All licenses shall expire on January 31 and shall be renewed annually upon application of the license and payment of the license fee to the Clerk.  Any license not renewed prior to January 31 shall expire on January 31 and may not be renewed without proof of license from another jurisdiction that tests.
125.07
BOND.  The application for a license shall be accompanied by a surety bond in the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), conditioned that the applicant will indemnify and keep harmless the City from all liability for any accidents or damages, claims, judgments, costs or expenses caused by any negligence or unskillfulness or from any unfaithful or inadequate work done under such license, and that said person shall refill all excavations, restore all pavements, sidewalks, etc., and maintain the same in good order for a period of one year.

125.08
INSURANCE.  Each applicant shall also file a certificate of insurance with the Clerk indicating that the applicant is carrying public liability insurance in effect for the duration of the license in the following limits:

General Aggregate Limit




$1,000,000


Products-Completed Operations Aggregate Limit

$1,000,000


Personal & Advertising Injury Limit


$   500,000


Each Occurrence Limit




$   500,000


Medical Expense Limit




$       5,000






OR


Each Occurrence





$   500,000


Medical Expense





$       5,000

125.09
REVOCATION OF LICENSE.  After notice and hearing, the Council may revoke any license issued under this chapter for the following reasons:

1.
Fraudulent Statements.  The licensee has made fraudulent statements in the application for the license or in the conduct of the business.

2.
Violation of Law.  The licensee has violated this chapter, or the Uniform Plumbing Code, or is guilty of a violation of any of the ordinances, rules and regulations adopted by the City relative to the operation of its waterworks and/or sanitary sewer systems, or has otherwise conducted the business in an unlawful manner.
3.
Endangered Public Welfare, Health or Safety.  The licensee has conducted the business in such manner as to endanger the public welfare or safety.

125.10
NOTICE.  The Clerk shall send a notice to the licensee at the licensee’s local address by certified mail not less than ten (10) days before the date set for a hearing on the possible revocation of a license.  Such notice shall contain particulars of the complaints against the licensee, the ordinance provisions, Uniform Plumbing Code or State statutes allegedly violated, and the date, time and place for hearing on the matter.
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125.11
HEARING.  The Council shall conduct a hearing at which both the licensee and any complainants shall be present to determine the truth of the facts alleged in the complaint and notice.  The licensee shall have the right to be represented by counsel, to testify and present witnesses in his or her own behalf, and to cross-examine adverse witnesses.  Should the licensee or authorized representative fail to appear without good cause, the Council may proceed to a determination of the complaint.

125.12
RECORD AND DETERMINATION.  The Council shall make and record findings of fact and conclusions of law, and shall revoke a license only when upon review of the entire record the Council find clear and convincing evidence of substantial violation of this chapter or State law.

125.13
EFFECT OF REVOCATION.  Revocation of any license shall bar the licensee from being eligible for any license under this chapter for a period of one year from the date of the revocation.
125.14
USE OF LICENSEE’S NAME BY ANOTHER.  No licensee shall allow his or her name to be used by another person either for the purpose of obtaining permits or for the purpose of obtaining permits or for the purpose of doing business or work under the license.  Every licensee shall notify the Building Official of the address of his or her place of business and the name under which such business is carried on and shall give immediate notice to the Building Official of any change in either.  No license issued under this chapter shall be transferable.
125.15
INSPECTIONS AND INVESTIGATIONS.  It is the duty of the Building Official to make any investigations or inspections which he or she believes necessary or any investigations or inspections required or requested by the Council to carry out the purposes of this chapter.
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